
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2022, 5:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Saxton gave the invocation at the Regular Meeting. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Vice Mayor Warner led the Pledge of Allegiance at the 
Regular Meeting. 

ROLL CALL: 

PRESENT: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Saxton 

Staff Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Chief Clay Romo; Sergeant 
Tanakeyowma; Nicci Collier, Public Works Administrator/Public Information Officer; Tina 
Abriani, Town Clerk 

BUSINESS:

1. CANVASS OF 2022 PRIMARY ELECTION VOTES - Canvass of Votes of the 
August 2, 2022 Primary Election and possible adoption of Resolution No. 22-17 
Declaring and Adopting the Results of the Primary Election held on August 2, 2022. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that the results of an election are determined by 
the count at the County level, and we contract with the County for our elections. He 
reviewed the Primary Election Results as listed on the La Paz County Canvass of Vote 
Town of Quartzsite Primary Election August 2, 2022, stating how many votes each 
Candidate received. He explained those are the figures that determine who was either 
elected or nominated to run in the General Election. He further explained that elected or 
nominated determinations are made by taking the total number of votes, then dividing it 
by the number of seats that were available, and using that as the base number, divide it 
by two and add one. 

Town Manager Ferguson announced three individuals were elected at the primary level, 
and for the Four-Year Seats that would be Lynda Goldberg and Loretta Warner, and for 
the Two-Year Seats that would be Devyn Rosner. He explained that you then take the 
top two remaining vote getters for each seat, one Four-Year and one Two-Year, and they 
will be in the run-off at the General Election, that is, they are nominated. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that he visited with the Director of the Elections 
Department at the County and was advised that the process they use is the electronic 
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ballot process, and they have a panel or a board to review all those numbers plus they 
review all of the write-in votes; they confirm the eligible write-ins and then they determine 
whether or not the ballot itself was eligible. He explained some ballots were invalidated 
because a person would write-in three names and vote for somebody who was already 
on the ballot. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted Council Member Saxon had raised a question in terms 
of the counts, and it would appear that one precinct was not counted on the write-ins. He 
stated it turns out that is not the case. The votes in that precinct were counted, but the 
exact number were disqualified out of both precincts. The County Elections Director 
confirmed the numbers we have received are accurate. 

Council Member Saxton explained his perspective on the number of disqualified votes. 
He pointed out the total number of valid write-in votes for the Four-Year Seats was 459, 
which was the number of write-in votes for Precinct 58 - Quartzsite Two. Precinct 64 -
Quartzsite Three had 111 write-in votes. The total number of write-in votes cast for the 
Four-Year Seats was 570, so it may not be coincidental that 111 were invalid; it appears 
as if they were not counted, conveyed Council Member Saxton. 

Mayor Simpson commented he saw a yellow handout that gave instructions to write in 
the names as first name then last name, instead of what the County said, last name, first 
name. 

Council Member Saxton asked about a recount. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained a recount is different; the only thing the Council could 
do is a challenge to the numbers, if it is believed there is an inappropriate count. He stated 
he would have to assume that the Council would have the right to challenge as a whole. 

Mayor Simpson noted today is the last day to canvass, and he asked what would happen 
if they were to challenge. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that canvassing does not mean you agree; canvassing 
means you have to get together to determine, and that is what you are doing right now. 
He commented he could confirm with the attorney; he could call him and see, but his 
assumption would be that if the Council chose to present a challenge, there is probably a 
certain period of time. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the Council canvasses it today, could they also have 
an inquiry or investigation as to what happened and a report back, so they know why this 
happened. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that he was informed the reason the numbers look 
unusual is because coincidentally that was the difference in the numbers that were 
disqualified. He indicated we would probably have to go up to the County Seat and sit 
down and go through the ballots; he commented he does not know how else to do it. He 
noted he would have no problems with the assistance of our attorney, pursuing a review. 
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There was discussion of the 111 invalid write-in votes for the Four-Year Term Seats and 
the 111 write-in votes from Precinct 64 — Quartzsite Three for the same seats. Town 
Manager Ferguson explained that the 111 invalid write-in votes came out of both 
precincts; the numbers are the same, but they are not out of the same pool. 

Randy Smith, of the audience, asked if a ballot were rejected, would it have been rejected 
completely. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied correct; if the voter messed up on one individual, that 
does not disqualify the other votes; but, if they voted for four versus three, then the entire 
ballot is thrown out. 

Colleen O'Meara, of the audience, commented that given the results as stated, she would 
be totally in favor of either a review or a challenge because we have had too many 
mysteries in recent years. She suggested educating the public or changing the form of 
the ballot so that does not happen again. 

Council Member Goldberg queried for clarification noting if somebody voted for four 
people when there were three seats, that would mean all four of those votes were not 
counted. Town Manager Ferguson agreed and explained that it was because it would not 
be known which three of the four to count. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to adopt Resolution Number 22-17 Declaring and Adopting 
the Results of the Primary Election held on August 2, 2022. 

Council Member Amon seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Ayes =6; Nay =1) 
Aye: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, 
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner 
Nay: Council Member Saxton 

Council Member BearCat moved that we review the ballots in question, and Council 
Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 

The Council decided they all concurred, and no vote was needed. 

Town Manager Ferguson handed out Certificates of Election to Lynda Goldberg, Devyn 
Rosner and Loretta Warner; Certificates of Nomination were handed out to Karey Amon, 
Colleen O'Meara, Sam Saxton and Randy Smith. 

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 5:32 p.m. 
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CERTIFICATION:

hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Special Meeting of August 22, 2022, of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 13t" day of September 2022. 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Norm Simpson, Mayor 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
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